
 

5 0 7  W  2 N D  S T  

P . O .  B O X  5 0 5  

M U L E S H O E ,  T X  7 9 3 4 7  

F U M C S E C @ F I V E A R E A . C O M  

8 0 6 - 2 7 2 - 5 5 1 7  First United Methodist Church 
1 1 / 0 4 / 2 0 1 9  

Office Hours 

Mon– Thurs 

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Friday 

8:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Jean Allison 11/08 

Jacob Kettner 11/09 

Corky Green 11/10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Food for the Journey 

 

A few years ago, I read “This Day with the Master – 365 daily meditations” by 

Dennis F. Kinlaw, as one of my daily devotionals.  I used that book as one of my 

daily devotional readings for several years after being introduced to it by a visiting 

missionary couple.  I try to differentiate the devotional books I read each year to 

have a variety.  In revisiting the book this morning, I believe yesterday’s (Nov. 3) 

devotional is worth passing on to you today.  I hope it speaks to you as it has me 

over the last several years. 

“I’d rather have Jesus” 

Luke 14:25-34 

Any of you who does not give up everything he has cannot be my disciple. ~ Luke 

14:33 

 

The design and structure of the tabernacle of the Jews was filled with signposts that 

pointed the way to eternal reality. Even the furniture pointed to God. The first item 

in the outer court of the tabernacle was a brazen altar where the animal sacrifices 

were made. God dwelt in the Holy of Holies in the middle of the tabernacle, and in 

order to approach his dwelling place, each worshipper had to stop at the brass 

altar and make a sacrifice. That sacrifice was an atonement for sin, and it had to be 

a sacrifice of life, the shedding of blood. 

     Intimacy with God costs; we can never enter his presence without being willing 

to pay the price. Knowing the triune God personally never comes cheaply. The 

Bible says nothing about cheap grace. Grace became available at an enormous 

cost to the Lord Jesus. There is a price for us as well if we are to know God in an 

intimate way. 

     Nothing of value in life comes effortlessly. God has so ordered our world that 

the things we desire most are things for which we must sacrifice in order to find. 

Loving someone, either God or another person, means putting that one ahead of 

our own self-interest. It is infinitely better to live in intimacy with Jesus Christ than 

to have all the comfort and luxuries in the world. 

from “This Day with the Master” 365 daily meditations – Nov. 3rd, 

by Dennis F. Kinlaw, Copyright @ 2002, Francis Asbury Society, 

Zondervan, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49530 



      As a child and teen, I learned through carrying a paper route for the Lubbock Avalanche Journal what 

it meant to sacrifice.  Every morning I would get up early to deliver 75-100 papers on a 6-block route, 

usually from my bicycle, sometimes walking, and then I would repeat that process after getting home 

from school.  One of the priority tasks in those days was to place the newspaper on porch near the door 

of the respective customer.  Yes, I earned a little money, $50-$75 for this job, yet it still required some 

personal sacrifice on my part.  This prepared me for many things, not just for the workplace, life in gen-

eral as well as pastoral ministry.  As I continue to study the scriptures and to follow Jesus, the more I un-

derstand this passage as well as the history of the tabernacle and the requirement for self-sacrifice.   

     Not everyone is willing to make self-sacrifice a priority in their life!  Whether it is giving up some-

thing specific – tangible thing, or time; to fully enjoy spiritual and mental intimacy with God requires 

self-sacrifice.   Over the past 20-years I have watched as congregational members struggle with this as-

pect of their spiritual life; whether it is participating in a Bible Study group or simply attending Sunday 

morning worship.  Jesus never said it would be easy, yet it is a requirement to make the self-sacrifice to 

truly enjoy the intimacy with God that He desires of us; yet will not force it upon us!  What is it that God 

is asking you to surrender to Him, as a form of sacrifice? 

     Something to wrestle with throughout this week. 

Grace and peace, 

Tom 

     

Women’s Bible Study 

Starting November 18th  

Sent— Delivering The Gift of Hope At Christmas 

Jorge Acevedo 

6 week study 

 

 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

 Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. And our goal 
is to serve those outside our church as much as we serve those members in our church. These two can 
be met together in the next few weeks. The church council is challenging us to be part of Samaritan's  
Purse Operation Christmas Child. This was started by Franklin Graham. You may have heard it called the 
Shoebox Ministry. It is simple to do. 

 First, get a shoebox furnished by the Missions Committee. Second, fill it with small gifts for a  
boy or girl. Third, bring it back to the church with $9 shipping fee by November 17th. Then we will take 
them to Lubbock where Samaritan’s Purse will add a pamphlet introducing Jesus and His love. They 
then hire a large plane to deliver the shoeboxes overseas. 

 Operation Christmas Child is in its 25th year. In 2012 they delivered over 100 million shoeboxes. 
Each box is an opportunity for a boy or girl to experience the love of God in a tangible way and hear the 
Gospel. Many of them then participate in the follow-up program, The Greatest Journey, which teaches 
them how to faithfully follow Christ and share Him with others. We would like to send at least 75 box-
es from our church. Will you prayerfully consider joining us in this exciting ministry? If you have ques-
tions, call Terry Marricle 272-4863 . 



      Prayer Concerns 
Barbara Blackman is in Crown Point - Emerald House room 208  
Berta Combs 
Jean Allison has fallen twice recently on October 30th she fell and broke her neck 
Robert  Black has a upcoming surgery 
Bettye Noble is having eye surgery 
Jo Jinks is in Crown Point 

Bob Graves 

Mary Moore is at Crown Point in Lubbock 

Judy Lambert  is in UMC in Lubbock, room E517 

Wesley & Felicia Putnam 

Lynda Goff ( colon cancer, Pastor Tom’s sister) 

Pat Nickels  

Dawn Williams 

Patti Kent 

Matthew Alaracon 

J. W. Herington  

Our Church 

Butch & Judy Cox 

The youth and their leaders 

Tanya Crawford 

Marshal & Ann Head 

Susan Kerby  

Sally Ellis  

Leonardo Aviles 

Kearney Scoggin  

The Women Removing Barriers Sanctuary in Muleshoe for women and children 

Buck & Lynn Campbell 

Winn Cantwell 

Robert  & Maurine Hooten, Robert is at Parkview in swing bed 

Mary Nell Bleeker 

Debbie Treider and her mother Joy Coston 

Marjorie Morgan, mother of Pam Thomason 

America, our president, and all of our governmental elected and appointed officials, and world leaders 

Tom & Rhonda Carter 

Our church leaders 

Lewis Wayne & Wanda Shafer 

Gladys Black 

Luke Siegel of Lubbock 

Deke Kendrick of Friona, Sally Messengers Mother 

Walter Marie Boness 

Molly Anthony of Portales, mother of Mark Anthony 

All residents of Parkview 

11 year old Ernie Toscano of Muleshoe 

Wanda Cockerham 

Randy Smith of Lazbuddie 

Our Military and their families: Brad Henry, Judd Glover, Treg Box, Morgan Young, Landon Leschper 

Sandy & Royce Turner 

Praise 
Sam Damron celebrated his 95th birthday 
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The FINAL FALL HARVEST DINNER @ Earth UMC                                                                 
Wednesday - Nov. 13th, Carry-out - 4:45 - 7:00 p.m.                                                                          

Dine at the Church - 5:00 - 7:30 p.m.                                                                                                                
Adults - $8.00 and Children under 10 - $4.00 

 

 

 


